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CASTLES IN THE AIR
A competition for creative writers

Closing date: 1st May 2004
Prizes to a total value of not less than

£300

Judges: Sue Dodd, Helên Thomas,

Revd. Michael Burgess

and

Conrad Williams

Rules
Entries which do not conform to the rules below  are ineligible for prizes, regardless of literary merit.
Separate rules and application form apply for entrants under 17.
1. Prizes will be awarded for skill and  originality in poetry and fictional short story writing. 

2. Each entry must be complete in itself and not an extract from a longer work. Poems must not exceed 32 lines. Prose must not exceed 1000 words. The line or word count must appear below the title.

3. Entries must be the original, unaided work of the author and may not have been previously published, broadcast or awarded a competition prize.

4.  Entries which do not, in the opinion of the judges, relate to the competition theme Castles In The Air will be disqualified.

5.  Each entry must be typed or printed in a simple font on one side only of white A4 paper. Stories must be double-spaced.

6. All judging is anonymous. The title (and line/word count) must appear on the entry, but no names or other identifying marks. 

7. The decision of the judges is final and correspondence cannot be entered into.

8. Entries may be withdrawn up to the closing date, but the fees will not be refunded. No entry may be amended after it has been submitted.

9. Entries cannot be returned under any circumstances. Please ensure you retain your own  copy.

10. No responsibility can be taken for entries which are lost, stolen or damaged. Entrants may include a stamped, self-addressed postcard which will be returned as confirmation of receipt.

11. Copyright remains with the individual authors, but entrants agree to permit the display and/or performance of their entries during Lymm Festival week, and their inclusion in any Festival 2004 Anthology.

12. Entrants should bear in mind that language and subject matter should be appropriate to Lymm Festival, which is a family event.

13. Entries must be received by May 1st 2004.  Winners will be notified by June 1st 2004. All winners are invited to an informal prize ceremony on Saturday June 26th 2004, at 4pm.

Entry to the competition indicates
acceptance of these rules and conditions.
THE JUDGES
Celebrity guest judge Conrad Williams was born in Warrington in 1969. He is the award-winning author of two novellas and a collection of short stories. His debut novel Head Injuries appeared in 1998 and was later optioned by Revolution Films. His second novel, published this year, is London Revenant.

Sue Dodd is a popular guest speaker to writers' groups, writes for Lancashire Today magazine, runs weekly Writers' Workshops in Altrincham and Wilmslow and lectures at Edge Hill, Ormskirk. She has won prizes for poems and stories and her plays have been widely performed.

Helên Thomas has written poetry and songs for as long as she can remember. She appears regularly on the Northwest poetry circuit and with Jo Warburton organises Hotwire Poetry Slams. In 2003, her anthology, Hopelessness and Other Hobbies was published.

Revd. Michael Burgess has had a life-long interest in all aspects of literature including poetry, prose and playwriting. He is a founder member of the Gerard Manley Hopkins Society. He also enjoys the comic and curious side of creative writing, and has a large collection of humorous prose and poetry.

Entry Form

Please complete one for each entry

(photocopies are acceptable)

Please note that entries must be sent by post

No email submissions

Name .......................................................

Address ....................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

Postcode ..................................................

Tel No .....................................................

Entry Title ...............................................

.................................................................

Enclose a cheque/postal order for £3.00 

for each entry, payable to

Lymm Festival.

 No cash, please.

Enclose a stamped,self-addressed envelope

 if you require a list of winners.

Send to: Castles in the Air, 

c/o 39 Fairfield Road, Stockton Heath, 

Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UR

to arrive by May 1st 2004
